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Appendix 1. List of the 46 most widespread invasive alien plants (sensu Richardson et al. 2000)
on La Réunion. The list contains 31 of the 33 species listed by Macdonald et al. (1991) (only
Stachytarpheta indica and Tibouchina viminea were excluded from their list of species, as they
invade only roadsides and other disturbed habitats) and 15 other species considered similarly
widespread/abundant according to our observations. One species in the list (Pteridium aquilinum)
is included here, although there is some debate regarding its status as an alien; most botanists in
La Réunion consider the taxa to be alien. Data are: year of first record on La Réunion (FRD); life
cycle (LC); biogeographic origin (BO, AM: America; EU: Europe; AS: Asia; AF: Africa; AU:
Australia; COS: Cosmopolitan) and ranked importance in the column RI according to Macdonald
et al. (1991). Arrows in the RI column mark species which have increased substantially in

abundance and distribution since Macdonald et al.’s (1991) ranking exercise.

Family Species FRD LC BO RI
Fabaceae Acacia mearnsii 1860  perennial AU
Asteraceae Ageratina riparia 1980’s annual AM
Poaceae Anthoxanthum odoratum annual EU
Myrsinaceae Ardisia crenata 1856  perennial AS 17
Begoniaceae Begonia cucullata perennial AM 18
Urticaceae Boehmeria macrophylla 1856  perennial AS 7
Urticaceae Boehmeria penduliflora 1970  perennial AS 8
Casuarinaceae Casuarina cunninghamiana 1840  perennial AU 30
Casuarinaceae Casuarina equisetifolia 1768  perennial AS 141
Casuarinaceae Casuarina glauca 1877  perennial AU
Melastomataeceae Clidemia hirta 1950  perennial AM 157
Lythraceae Cuphea ignea 1967  perennial AM 31
Cyatheaceae Cyathea cooperi perennial AU

Rosaceae Duchesnea indica 1973  annual AS
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