Sydney ibis don’t just stay in the backyard

Speaker at Ecological Society of Australia conference calls for white ibis to be studied on a regional basis
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For those Sydney-siders concerned about the noise and smell of their local dirty white ibis population, they should know they might not be the same birds in residence each day.

New research presented by John Martin from the Australian Museum at the Ecological Society of Australia conference this week shows that Australian white ibis fly around much further than was previously thought.

“We found that most of the birds we tagged flew further than 10 kilometres from where they originated and some were travelling up to 40 kilometres away,” he says. “We also found that individual ibis might visit up to 14 different sites to forage for food.

“This shows that ibis are not a single site issue. This has implications for land managers who are permitted to destroy nests and eggs and cull adults at specific sites where there are ibis – human conflicts.”

John Martin and his team fitted radio transmitters to 83 ibis caught at a landfill, a breeding colony and an urban park.  They then followed their movements over a 18-month period.

“Our research showed that Ibis need to be assessed on a regional basis rather than a localised case by case basis,” he says. “But a region may be ‘Sydney’ or it might even be the whole of ‘New South Wales’ or beyond.”

For this reason, the Australian Museum is working with the NSW Department of Environment and Climate Change (DECC) to promote a community monitoring program of Ibis, on Sunday 14 December.

People living in New South Wales, or even south east Queensland, are urged to report any ibis they spot on this day to DECC through their website (http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au) or email (ibis@environment.nsw.gov.au).
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