Mongrel dingoes, declining finches and salinity myths exposed

- Just some of the speakers at the Ecological Society of Australia meeting today

Thursday 4 December 2008

NEED TO KEEP ECOLOGY STRONG

8.30am: Eastern Avenue auditorium: ESA Gold Medal lecture: Professor Tony Underwood, University of Sydney

Tony will be talking about the need to maintain ecology as a strong science in Australia and to fend off threats to its strength form the misuse, abuse or deliberate ignorance of science by decision-makers.

The ESA awards a Gold Medal in recognition of an ecologist who has made a substantial contribution to the study of ecology in Australia over the course of their career.

MONGREL DINGOES CREATING LARGER PREDATORS

9.15am: Carslaw Lecture Theatre 273: Dr Ricky Spencer, University of Western Sydney
Ricky will be talking about mongrel dingoes, and how the real dingoes have now become extinct as dingoes have bred with wild dogs producing much larger hybrid predators than the standard dingo.

Phone 02 4570 1962, ricky.spencer@uws.edu.au
GOULDIAN FINCH FACES FURTHER DECLINE WITH COMPETITION

9.45am: Carslaw Lecture Theatre 273: Dr James Brazill-Boast from Macquarie University 
James will be talking about his research into the further decline of the endangered Gouldian finch and whether competition with long-tailed finches for nesting sites might be increasing its decline.

Phone: 0439 475 270, jbb@galliform.bhs.mq.edu.au

NEW INDIGENOUS LAND AND SEA MANAGEMENT PROJECT IN NT

11.15am Carslaw Lecture Theatre 273: Dr Emilie-Jane Ens, Australian National University 
Emilie will be talking about a new project with Indigenous ranger groups in Arnhem Land and the Gulf region of the Northern Territory that is focussed on land and sea management.

Phone: 0411 051 642. emilie.ens@anu.edu.au
SALINITY NOT SO IMPORTANT FOR HEALTH OF OUR FLORA AND FAUNA

12.15am Carslaw Lecture Theatre 175: Glen Bann, Australian National University 
Glenn will challenge the view that salinity affects native plants and animals in southeast NSW. He says he has no evidence linking increased salinity with adverse effects on native species, which has implications for the conservation of an Endangered Ecological Community (Yellow box, Red Gum Grassy Woodlands).

Phone: 0427 620 387 rockwallaby@dodo.com.au
ECOLOGISTS URGED TO GET THEIR ACT TOGETHER FOR SOCIETY

2pm: Eastern Avenue auditorium: Professor Jane Lubchenco, Oregon State University
Jane will be talking about the urgent need for ecologists to provide useful, relevant and credible science to citizens and decision-makers to inform their decisions and choices about everything from energy to food.

The conference is being held in the Eastern Avenue complex at the University of the Sydney and the adjacent Carslaw lecture theatres.
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