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ESA E-News
 A weekly update for members
Welcome to ESA e-news (Vol 2:35) for the week beginning August 30, 2010. 2010 is ESA’s 50th anniversary year – we invite all our members to celebrate with us. 
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ESA Retrospective Exhibition – Have you got memories in your cupboard? 

We are planning a display of ESA Memorabilia at the 50th anniversary conference. Memorabilia can include items related to past ESA activities such as conferences (mugs, t-shirts etc), regional activities, or other events. Photographs and/or sound recordings from ‘early’ years would be especially welcome. Memorabilia can also include items related to how ecology has been done over the past 50 years—for example historical equipment and items that were once widely used but which are now obsolete, or old photos or videos showing antique methods of data collection or other activities. Photos of key individuals who played prominent roles in Australian ecology, or in the activities of the ESA, would also be welcome. Please contact Gail Spina executiveofficer@ecolsoc.org.au if you have any of the above and are able to either send it to Gail or take it to Canberra
ESA Position Vacant - Editorial Board Chair for Ecological Management & Restoration (EMR)  

Are you interested in forging stronger links between science and practice? Then consider becoming the Chair of the EMR Board. The rewards are well worth the effort. The position is honorary and involves strategic policy oversight of the journal, interactions with the Managing Editor (currently Tein McDonald) and Editorial Board, and strategic liaison with the publisher/joint owner (Wiley-Blackwell) and other parties. The holder of this position is a full member of the ESA Council, reporting on the journal's operations at Council meetings and at the Annual General Meeting. The Chair also attends an annual meeting in Melbourne with the Managing Editor and Wiley-Blackwell to discuss the journal and its future directions. The skills required for the position include experience in editing and publishing papers/reports designed to reach their target audience (scientific and otherwise), an in-depth understanding of restoration science and management in Australasia and beyond, and an interest in making science accessible to on-ground practitioners and policy makers. A degree or PhD relevant to the main themes of the journal is desirable, as is demonstrated experience in linking science and practice.  To make the position work, a reasonable time commitment is required. Please contact the current Chair (Jann Williams - jann.williams@utas.edu.au) if you would like to discuss the position. For further information also check-out the EMR website at http://www.blackwellpublishing.com/journal.asp?ref=1442-7001&site=1.
Latest ‘Ecology in Action’ Photo Competition entries

Latest entries received:

· ‘Tree snake shedding’ Shannon Blackmore, Mt St John Wastewater Treatment Plant
· ‘Barred Galaxias’ Donovan Wilson, Marysville 
See all entries on ESA’s facebook site
Other ESA News
ESA Council positions coming vacant in 2011 are Bulletin Editor, Vice-President (Public Liaison), and Regional Councillor (ACT). If you are interested in any of these positions, or know of someone else who would be suitable, or if you have further enquiries, please contact either the current incumbent, the President (Carla Catterall), The Executive Officer (Gail Spina) or any Council member. Contact details are on the ESA website.

‘Ecology in Action” Photographic Competition –The competition is open to all photographers and you don’t have to be an ESA member to enter. So help ESA celebrate our 50th anniversary year by creating a visual record of ecology in Australia and the people who make it happen. There are 2 categories: ‘Ecologists in action’ and ‘Ecology in Action’. Great prizes: Total prize pool of $2700; Judges and Peoples’ Choice awards; Enter as many time as you like and entry is free; Follow entries as they’re received on ESA’s Facebook page and vote in the people’s choice awards after entries have closed. Entries close 17th September 2010. Winners will be displayed on the ESA website, and at an exhibition at ESA’s 2010 Annual Conference. For more information, including entry forms and conditions, go to www.ecolsoc.org.au The first entries have been received and are available for viewing on our facebook site http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ecological-Society-of-Australia/128093603881385
One Day Post-Graduate Course – Canberra, December 2010 The 8th One-Day Postgraduate Course on Current Ecology and Evolution will be at Haydon-Allen Tank, ANU in Canberra on Sunday, 5 December 2010, the day before the ESA10 conference begins at ANU. The one-day course is suitable for postgraduate research students or for people considering a research degree. Honours students are welcome. Speakers and discussion topics are different each year, so repeat participation can be recommended. Further details at http://www.bio.mq.edu.au/ecology/ESA2010/.

Follow ESA on Facebook & Twitter : http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ecological-Society-of-Australia/128093603881385 or http://www.twitter.com/Ecology_Aust
Review of FASTS Membership

ESA is currently undertaking a review of its membership of FASTS. We are keen to consider as many perspectives from within our membership as possible and are therefore seeking feedback from members on the perceived value of FASTS membership for ecologists and influence on ecological policy. Information on FASTS can be found at http://www.fasts.org and comments can be forwarded to executiveofficer@ecolsoc.org.au.

Biodiversity loss—time for action

Researchers in ecology strive to get published in the best journals, but most would like their work to be used more in advancing biodiversity conservation. With many governments talking up their commitment to science-based environmental policies, we could hope to successfully reverse the biodiversity crisis. Still, it does not seem to be happening and pure political considerations often prevail. Guillaume Chapron of the Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences is starting a campaign to link scientific research to conservation actions. He is building, with colleagues, a list of 100 actions that if implemented would have an immediate effect to slow down biodiversity loss in G20 countries. This initiative is supported by the newspaper The Guardian and the list will be presented to governments, who will be asked to sign up to them before the next Convention on Biological Diversity summit in October. Input is sought, see: http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/georgemonbiot/2010/aug/13/biodiversity-100-tasks-campaign
PhD Project - plant recolonisation processes and mature forest proximity - UTas 

A PhD project (with Top-up Scholarship) in field plant ecology is currently available at the School of Plant Science, University of Tasmania, Hobart. The project will investigate factors affecting plant recolonisation in harvested forestry areas, with a particular focus on the important ecological concept of “forest influence” - the effect of proximity to retained mature forest on regeneration. The project is important for sustainable management of forests, but has significant implications for broader ecological processes.  The student will have excellent technical support and be a member of an inter-disciplinary team as part of a funded ARC-Linkage project. We are offering a top-up scholarship, but the candidate will need to hold a general scholarship, such as an Australian Postgraduate Award. Please contact Greg Jordan (Greg.Jordan@utas.edu.au) or Sue Baker (bakers@utas.edu.au).

Are you a little batty? – Volunteers needed
People are invited to come and assist in a project at the University of Tasmania studying how the availability of mature forest in the landscape affects micro bat remnant use and species composition.  Between December 2010 -and February 2012 I will be trapping and radio-tracking micro bats in Tasmania's timber production forests to investigate how the availability of mature forest affects roost selection by micro bats, with a focus on the endemic Tasmanian long-eared bat. I am seeking enthusiastic individuals to assist in trapping bats during the night and radio-tracking during the day. No experience necessary.  All training, food and accommodation provided (during field-work). For more information or to register your interest please go to http://tassiebatproject.jimdo.com or contact myself - Lisa Cawthen directly by e-mail: lcawthen@utas.edu.au

Stopping NSW's Creeping Peril: a community call for action on weeds. 

The Invasive Species Council has launched Stopping NSW's Creeping Peril: a community call for action on weeds calling for concerted action, largely from the NSW Government, to address the state's growing weed problem. The document and its ten recommendations has been endorsed by over 40 organisations  including national, state and local environment groups, land care groups, bush regeneration assocations and the Sydney Weeds Committees and the Mid North Coast Weeds Coordinating Committee. The full report is available for download from the Invasive Species Council website. You can also sign up to free publications: Feral Herald (free for members), or the regular e-bulletin, or Double Trouble, the compilation of research on the relationships between invasive species and climate change. More information contact: andrewcox@invasives.org.au or carolbooth@invasives.org.au
Symposium – ‘Future of Agriculture – How will it adapt and what services will it need?’ 

The Australian Institute of Agricultural Science & Technology and the Agribusiness Association of Australia are convening a symposium ‘Future of Agriculture – How will it adapt and what services will it need?’ at the Orange Agricultural Institute Training Centre, 1pm on Friday September 24, 2010. The issues confronting Australian agriculture are considerable: Climate change (particularly drying trends in food production areas), Reduced supplies of water for irrigation; Rising energy costs (which affects all the inputs to agriculture); Scarcity of low cost critical inputs such as phosphate; Limited land for further development with medium to high productivity; Feeding a population that will double during this century.
These trends could potentially lead to a decline in agricultural production per capita and a decline in products for export. In addition Australia is trying to come to terms with how ecosystem services need to be managed. This has focused on carbon and climate change, but in addition there are the ongoing issues of biodiversity, salinity, soil erosion … which can be addressed, provided land managers see real financial and other benefits, but their improvement could still lead to a decline in agricultural output. How then is Australian agriculture going to respond domestically and what would this mean for future export income?  More information: David Kemp, david.kemp@sydney.edu.au 
Future of Forestry and Forest Science Conference

The University of Melbourne is hosting the Future of Forestry and Forest Science Conference from 30 September - 2 October, 2010. The conference program and more details can be found at: http://www.forestscience.unimelb.edu.au/centenary/conference.html 

Book Reviews – Calling all Critics! 
This week’s books available for review for Austral Ecology or EMR are:

Conroy M. J. & Carroll J. P. (2009) Quantitative Conservation of Vertebrates. Wiley-Blackwell, Oxford.
http://au.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-1405182288.html
  
Morrison M. L. (2009) Restoring Wildlife. Ecological Concepts and Practical Applications. Island Press, USA
http://www.publish.csiro.au/pid/6046.htm
  
Peel B. (2010 ) Rainforest Restoration Manual for South-Eastern Australia. CSIRO PUBLISHING Collingwood.
http://www.publish.csiro.au/nid/18/pid/5268.htm
 
Plunz R. & Paola M. (2010) Urban Climate Change Crossroads Ashgate.
http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calcTitle=1&title_id=10075&edition_id=12818
  
Suzuki D. & Robert Taylor D. (2010) The Big Picture: Reflections on science, humanity and a quickly changing planet. Allen and Unwin, Vancouver.
http://www.dmpibooks.com/book/the-big-picture
http://www.allenandunwin.com/default.aspx?page=94&book=9781742371245
 
Terborgh J. & Estes J. (2010) Trophic Cascades. Predators, Prey, and the Changing Dynamics of Nature. Island Press, Washington.
http://islandpress.org/bookstore/details9b93.html
All book reviewers will receive a 20% discount voucher on any book published by Blackwell Publishing after submission of their 800 word review. Potential reviewers should contact our Austral Ecology & EMR Book Review Editor, Perpetua Turner, books@ecolsoc.org.au  and please ensure that you include your postal address in your email, if you wish to receive a book.

	

	


Employment Opportunities

The latest employment and student opportunities to cross our desk:
· PhD Project (with Top-up Scholarship) - plant recolonisation processes and mature forest proximity - UTas 

For more information and for other current vacancies see http://ecolsoc.org.au/CurrentEmploymentOpportunities.htm
Upcoming Conferences and Events

The Sustainable Risk and Rationalization Conference 2/3 September 2010 at the Melbourne Convention & Exhibition Centre www.srr-otek.com.au
The Australian Network for Plant Conservation 8th National Conference will be held 28 September - 1 October 2010, Perth WA, www.anbg.gov.au/anpc/
IUPRO conference "Canopy Processes in a changing climate", 7-15 October 2010, Falls Creek Victoria/Tasmania, http://www.cdesign.com.au/iufro2010/
13th National Conference on Volunteering 27 - 29 October 2010  The Sebel and Citigate Albert Park, Melbourne, Victoria www.volunteeringaustralia.org/conference
International Skyrise Greenery Conference 2010, 1 - 3 November 2010, National Library of Singapore, Singapore, www.skyrisegreeneryconference.com   
Biodiversity: 2010 and Beyond.  2010 Ecological Society of New Zealand Conference, 21-25 November 2010, University of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand. http://www.nzesconference.org.nz/ 

ESA10 ‘Sustaining biodiversity – The Next 50 Years’, December 6-10 2010, Canberra www.ecolsoc.org.au
International Biogeography Society 5th Biennial Conference in Crete, 7-11 January, 2011. Registration opens late-August 2010 http://www.biogeography.org/html/Meetings/index.html
XVIII International Botanical Congress (IBC2011), July 23-30, Melbourne, Vic, http://www.ibc2011.com/
The European Ecological Federation (EEF) 12th EEF Congress, Ávila, Spain, 25-29 September, 2011, www.europeanecology.org
25th International Congress for Conservation Biology, 29th November - 3rd December 2011, Christchurch, New Zealand http://www.conbio.org/2011/ 

19th International Conference of Biometeorology, 5-9 December 2011, University of Auckland, New Zealand. http://www.icb2011.com/icb2011/
If you’ve got any issues or items of interest that you think would interest our members then please send them through to ESA E-news via executiveofficer@ecolsoc.org.au by Thursdays 5pm for the next issue. 
This weekly e-newsletter is broadcast to all ESA members who have provided email addresses. If you would prefer not to receive this e-newsletter in future you can remove your address from the list -  just send a message to the address in the “List-Unsubscribe'' Header of any list message. If you haven't changed addresses since subscribing, you can also send a 
Message to: Esa_news-unsubscribe@ecolsoc.org.au or Esa_news2-unsubscribe@ecolsoc.org.au
