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ESA E-News
 A weekly update for members
Happy New Year to all our members and welcome to ESA e-news (Vol 4:1) - a newsletter for our members - for the week beginning January 9, 2012. 
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2012 AERA Award – Nominations open

Nominations are invited for the 2012 Australian Ecology Research Award. The AERA Lecture recognises excellence in research in Australian ecology, for a specific body of recent work by a mid-career researcher, and is delivered annually as a Plenary at the conference of the Ecological Society of Australia. The candidate’s travel, registration and accommodation will be paid or reimbursed. The AERA winner is selected by an independent panel of expert ecologists from around Australia, chaired by the ESA's Vice President – Research, Glenda Wardle. Past winners include Lesley Hughes, Corey Bradshaw, David Lindenmayer and Bob Pressey. 
2012 nominations close Monday 30th April 2012 and must be received by the Executive Officer of the Society ExecutiveOfficer@ecolsoc.org.au by close of business on that day.

Congratulations JLTF Raffle winners!

Two lucky ESA11 delegates, Nathan Emery & Clare McArthur, were winners in the Jill Landsberg Trust Fund raffle in Hobart. They will both receive a framed print of their choice of image from the 2011 Ecology in Action Photo Competition. Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets in the raffle during the conference. All proceeds go directly to the support of postgraduate research in Applied Ecology through the Jill Landsberg Trust Fund Scholarship. More information on this award can be found at http://ecolsoc.org.au/What%20we%20do/Endowments.html.
2012 Student Grants & Awards  
ESA is again offering a broad range of student grant and award opportunities in 2012. The table below lists the closing dates for each of these throughout the year.  More details including criteria and application forms can be found at http://ecolsoc.org.au/prizes.html.

	Student Awards
	Closing date

	Student Research Grants Round 1 
	April 30

	Jill Landsberg Trust Fund Scholarship
	May 31

	Student Travel Grants
	July 1

	NT Student Travel Award
	July 31

	The Nature Conservancy Applied Ecology Award
	July 31

	Student Research Grants Round 2
	October 30


Amended Constitution
At the Society’s Annual General meeting on Tuesday November 22, 2011, the ESA Constitution was amended to reflect changes in financial governance, to expand the membership categories and introduce a discount for multiple year subscriptions, and to recognise the expanded strategic role played by our Regional Councillors. The amended constitution, along with other strategic planning documents, is available at  http://ecolsoc.org.au/governance.htm.

PhD Scholarship: Health and Wellbeing Co-benefits from Environmental Volunteering 

Greening Australia invites applications for a PhD scholarship based at the Centre for Research & Action at the University of Canberra. Greening Australia aims to engage the community in vegetation management to protect and restore the health, diversity and productivity of our unique Australian landscapes. Greening Australia Capital Region (based in Canberra) runs a variety of programs that engage volunteers in practical activities focused on restoring the condition of the environment. These programs are primarily driven to improve the ecological condition of our regional landscapes. However, there is some evidence to suggest that the reconnection of people with their environment, through practical activity, may have a variety of additional health and wellbeing co-benefits. There is now a body of research literature that shows volunteering can improve mental and physical health. Social scientists have explained this relationship using the concepts of role theory, suggesting that by involving oneself in a positive and productive role such as volunteering, a person will have better social networks, social connectiveness which can lead to improved mental health and better physical health. The main aim of this PhD program will be to assess and quantify the health benefits (mental and physical) for adults volunteering in practical environmental activities; including the effect of level of engagement, the moderating effects of demographic and social factors and the effects of the nature of the volunteer experience. A mixed method approach will be used that includes quantitative and qualitative methodologies.  Applications close 31 January 2012. More information: http://ecolsoc.org.au/CurrentEmploymentOpportunities.htm.
PhD Scholarships: Reintroduction of Ecosystem Engineers as a Woodland Restoration Tool, ANU 
The Fenner School of Environment and Society is currently offering two attractive scholarships on ‘Reintroduction of Ecosystem Engineers as a Woodland Restoration Tool’. Since European settlement, Australia has seen one of the highest rates of mammal extinction in the world. Many of the small mammals that became extinct had important ecological functions, and our understanding of these effects on ecosystem structure and dynamics is poor. A project to reintroduce the Eastern bettong (Bettongia gaimardi), that went extinct on the mainland but survived in Tasmania, provides a unique opportunity to study the role such ‘ecosystem engineers’ can play in restoring temperate woodland ecosystems. This is a major collaborative project between the ACT Government, Australian National University, CSIRO and the James Hutton Institute (Scotland). We are seeking applications from highly qualified and motivated candidates to undertake the following PhD projects: 

Scholarship 1 – Ecosystem engineering: how do bettongs affect the soil water and nutrient cycle and plant diversity in box-gum grassy woodlands? The aim of this project will be to examine how bettongs change soil condition and plant diversity. 

Scholarship 2 – Restablishing ecosystem engineers: how do ecosystem conditions affect re-introduced bettongs? The aim of this project will be to examine the optimum approaches for re-establishing bettongs in the wild.  Applications close January 18 2012. More information: http://ecolsoc.org.au/CurrentEmploymentOpportunities.htm
PhD Scholarship in plant/seed ecology  - UOW
Potential impacts of climate change on plant species are poorly understood, whilst the conservation of biodiversity is critical to environmental management. It is therefore important to understand mechanisms linking population processes to environmental change, however, this is hampered by a lack of population-level data. An apai scholarship is available for study towards a phd as part of a recently awarded arc linkage grant. The phd candidate will have the opportunity to develop a project with researchers from the university of wollongong (australia) in collaboration with scientists from the partner organisation nsw government office of environment and heritage (oeh) and the university of sheffield (uk) to investigate the relationship between climatic variation, plant demographic processes and the potential for species to adapt to such changes. Applications close february 3 2012. More information: http://ecolsoc.org.au/currentemploymentopportunities.htm
Postgraduate scholarships – Wetland research in the Lachlan Valley, CSU 

The Institute for Land, Water and Society (http://www.csu.edu.au/research/ilws/) at Charles Sturt University is seeking highly motivated candidates to undertake wetland research in the Lachlan Valley in NSW. We expect to have 4 postgraduate scholarships available from the beginning of 2012 for suitable students to join a team of established wetland/river researchers with national and international experience. The research will focus on wetland inventory and characterisation, conceptual modelling and vegetation responses to water flows, and adaptive management. Please contact Ms Nikki Scott (tel 02-6051 9992, email begin_of_the_skype_highlighting end_of_the_skype_highlightingilws@csu.edu.au) to register your interest. 

Position vacant – Associate Professor/Senior Lecturer in Water Resources Engineering, USyd
Applications are invited for the appointment of an Associate Professor or Senior Lecturer in the area of Water Resources Engineering in the School of Civil Engineering, within the Faculty of Engineering and IT. The School has a reputation for the quality of its graduates, for the breadth, depth and innovation in its undergraduate curriculum and for the strength of its research and postgraduate teaching programs. Major research outcomes can be found in the fields of Structural Engineering, Geotechnical Engineering, Fluids Engineering, Environmental Engineering and Project Management. For more information please see http://ecolsoc.org.au/CurrentEmploymentOpportunities.htm
Position vacant - Lecturer/Senior Lecturer in Environmental Biology, University of SA 

The School of Natural and Built Environments is seeking to appoint a person with suitable qualifications to a position within the Geospatial and Environmental Management (GEM) discipline. The appointee will contribute to teaching in the Bachelor of Environmental Science, Bachelor of Sustainable Environments (Honours) and the Masters of Environmental Management and Sustainability programs. The successful candidate will have demonstrated research success in a field of biology or applied biology relevant to environmental sciences, will contribute to cross-disciplinary research and will actively contribute to the School’s research profile by forming new partnerships with other academics or industry leaders. Applications close: 9.00am Tuesday 31 January 2012. For more information please see http://ecolsoc.org.au/CurrentEmploymentOpportunities.htm
Australia State of the Environment 2011 released

The fourth national assessment of the state of Australia’s environment was released in December 2011. The 2011 report, Australia State of the Environment 2011, goes beyond a descriptive summary of evidence to include graded ‘report-card’ style assessments of environment condition and trends, pressures and management effectiveness. It also includes discussions of the drivers of environmental change, resilience, risks, and future projections or ‘outlooks’.

The report is written by an independent committee of experts, and covers nine aspects of the Australian environment – atmosphere, inland water, land, marine environment, Antarctic environment, biodiversity, heritage, built environment and coasts. Australia State of the Environment 2011 is available online, along with a range of additional material, at www.environment.gov.au/soe.
Call For Nominations - Threatened species, ecological communities or key threatening processes listing

Nominations are invited for the assessment period starting 1 October 2012, for any species, ecological communities or key threatening processes to be considered for listing under national environment law. Threatened species and ecological communities listed under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 are protected as matters of national environmental significance. The conservation theme for this assessment period is corridors and connecting habitats (including freshwater habitats). 
Nominations consistent with this conservation theme are encouraged, but nominations outside the theme will also be considered. Nominations close 5pm on Thursday, 22 March 2012, and should be submitted in the required format either electronically (preferred), or in hard copy with an accompanying electronic submission on CD. Further information, including the nomination form and details of the nomination process and guidelines is available online at: www.environment.gov.au/biodiversity/threatened/nominations. For further information, contact the Director, Species Listing Section, email: epbc.nominations@environment.gov.au or telephone: 02 6274 2238

Call for Comment: Application for a Wildlife Trade Operation for the commercial export of Australian native tree ferns 

The Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities has received an application for approval of a Wildlife Trade Operation under Part 13A, section 303FN of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act).  The proposed operation is for the salvage harvest of tree-ferns (Dicksonia antarctica) for commercial purposes from softwood plantations in Victoria.  This species is not listed as threatened under the EPBC Act and not listed on the Appendices of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES). It is proposed that should the operation be approved it would be in force for up to three (3) years from the date of declaration.

In accordance with the provisions of section 303FR of the EPBC Act, you are invited to comment on this proposal.  Please submit your comments by 12 January 2012.  Please include your full name and address in your submission. Comments can be emailed to: wta@environment.gov.au or mailed to:

The Director

Wildlife Trade Assessments

Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities

GPO Box 787

CANBERRA ACT 2601
NCCARF Conference 2012: Registration now open
The National Climate Change Adaptation Research Facility invites you to register for the 2012 Annual Conference: Climate Adaptation in Action: sharing knowledge to adapt. This national conference will be held in Melbourne, June 26-28, 2012. The conference will bring together researchers, practitioners and decision makers to share knowledge and research approaches that inform policy and practice in planning for climate change with the goal of ensuring Australia is adapting well to climate change. The Climate Adaptation in Action Conference will showcase the contribution of adaptation science to planning and policy making across Australia, and how robust adaptation decisions can be made in the face of uncertainty.

The conference program will forge the connection between climate adaptation theory or research, and practice. Climate Adaptation in Action will highlight Australia’s contribution to understanding climate impacts and developing adaptation pathways. In addition to presentations by inspiring keynote speakers the conference will include themed sessions chosen from submissions by researchers, decision makers, planners and practitioners showcasing active adaptation in Australia.

Associated event
The Victorian Centre for Climate Change Adaptation Research (VCCCAR) will host its Annual Forum on Monday 25 June 2012 in association with Climate Adaptation in Action 2012. For more information visit www.vcccar.org.au in early 2012. 

Download a printable conference brochure (200kb pdf)
6th Australian Stream Management Conference – reminder to register

The 6th Australian Stream Management Conference – ‘Managing for Extremes’ will be held in Canberra, February 6-8, 2012. Well over a hundred papers have been accepted for the proceedings, and sessions will cover the experiences that those involved in managing rivers, streams, wetlands and estuaries have had over recent years such as

floods, fires, and extremes of policy and politics. Special sessions on the Snowy and Murray-Darling systems, environmental flows, water quality, vegetation

management and stakeholder engagement will complete the program. For more information please log onto the website: www.asm6.org.au.

EMR call for short notes

ESA's journal 'Ecological Management & Restoration' is particularly calling for (1500-word) short notes to be submitted for peer review and potential publication in future issues. Topics and content must be highly relevant to the improved management or restoration of indigenous ecosystems. Short notes ideally contain only one figure or table and no more than 10 references.  Other manuscript types such as research reports or features (5000 words) or comments are also always welcome.  Submission of all manuscripts is now all done online at 
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/emrj

Subscribe to EMR! 

Don't forget to to subscribe to EMR with the renewal of your membership this year!  EMR aims to publish relevant management-oriented material by researchers and managers - helping to convey the best findings from both spheres to improve the conservation management of Australasian ecosystems. ESA members are entitled to a substantial discount for their annual subscription.  To view a sample issue visit: http://www.wiley.com/bw/journal.asp?ref=1442-7001
Call for papers: 5th Healthy Cities: Making Cities Liveable Conference 2012

The 5th Healthy Cities: Making Cities Liveable Conference 2012 will be held at The Mercure Hotel and Conference Centre, Geelong, Victoria, 6-8 June, 2012. A call for papers is nw open and details on how to speak at the conference are available on the website. A book of proceedings is published after each event and peer reviewing of papers is available. For more information see http://www.healthycities.com.au
Employment & PhD Opportunities

The latest employment and student opportunities to cross our desk:
· PhD Scholarship: Health and Wellbeing Co-benefits from Environmental Volunteering, University of Canberra 

· PhD Scholarships: Reintroduction of Ecosystem Engineers as a Woodland Restoration Tool, ANU
· PhD Scholarship in plant/seed ecology, UOW

· Postgraduate scholarships – Wetland research in the Lachlan Valley, CSU 

· Position vacant – Associate Professor/Senior Lecturer in Water Resources Engineering, USyd

· Position vacant - Lecturer/Senior Lecturer in Environmental Biology, University of SA 

For more information and for other current vacancies see http://ecolsoc.org.au/CurrentEmploymentOpportunities.htm
Upcoming Conferences and Events

Australian Island Arks Symposium 2, 7-9th February 2012, Canberra, Australia. www.islandarks.com.au
AMSI Forum: Maths for the future: Keep Australia competitive 7-8 February 2012, University House, Australian National University, Canberra. www.amsi.org.au/mathsforthefuture.php.
15th Australasian Bat Society Conference, 11 - 13 April 2012, University of Melbourne, Parkville, Victoria, Australia. http://ausbats.org.au/2012-conference.
17th Australian Rangeland Society Biennial Conference 23-27 September 2012, Kununurra, Western Australia. http://www.austrangesoc.com.au/site/whatson_conference.php
ESA12, December 3-7 2012, Melbourne, Victoria, http://esa2012.org.au
INTECOL 2013 18 – 23 August 2013, ExCel Centre, London, UK, http://www.intecol2013.org/.
If you’ve got any issues or items of interest that you think would interest our members then please send them through to ESA E-news via executiveofficer@ecolsoc.org.au by Thursdays 5pm for the next issue. 

This e-newsletter is broadcast to all ESA members who have provided email addresses. If you would prefer not to receive this e-newsletter in future you can remove your address from the list -  just send a message to the address in the “List-Unsubscribe'' Header of any list message. If you haven't changed addresses since subscribing, you can also send a message to: Esa_news-unsubscribe@ecolsoc.org.au or Esa_news2-unsubscribe@ecolsoc.org.au












