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ESA E-News
 A weekly update for members
Welcome to ESA e-news (Vol 2:36) for the week beginning September 6, 2010. 2010 is ESA’s 50th anniversary year – we invite all our members to celebrate with us. 
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Upcoming Conferences and Events
ESA10 – Early bird registration extended - now closing Monday September 20!

Earlybird registration for ESA10, Canberra, December 6-10, 2010, closes Monday September 20, 2010. To register or for more information see http://www.esa2010.org.au.

Recording History – an audio record of Australian ecology
As part of our 50th anniversary program, ESA is hoping to record a series of interviews with ecologists from around Australia reflecting on the history of ecology in this country, the vision ahead, and providing a record of some of the many perspectives on the journey that practitioners and professional ecologists have undertaken over the last 50 years. Any members who would like to participate in this series or would like to nominate someone as an interview candidate, please contact Gail Spina executiveoffficer@ecolsoc.org.au. 
ESA Retrospective Exhibition – Have you got memories in your cupboard? 

We are planning a display of ESA Memorabilia at the 50th anniversary conference. Memorabilia can include items related to past ESA activities such as conferences (mugs, t-shirts etc), regional activities, or other events. Photographs and/or sound recordings from ‘early’ years would be especially welcome. Memorabilia can also include items related to how ecology has been done over the past 50 years—for example historical equipment and items that were once widely used but which are now obsolete, or old photos or videos showing antique methods of data collection or other activities. Photos of key individuals who played prominent roles in Australian ecology, or in the activities of the ESA, would also be welcome. Please contact Gail Spina executiveofficer@ecolsoc.org.au if you have any of the above and are able to either send it to Gail or take it to Canberra
Latest ‘Ecology in Action’ Photo Competition entries

Latest entries received:

· Giving data extraction a new meaning, Roy S. Wittkuhn, Banksia woodland ~ 60 km north of Perth, Western Australia
· Boris Branwhite with one of the new Orchid species he has found, Debra Raymont, Wyong   

· Jabiru in flight, Debra Raymont, Wyong

· Thelymitra adorata, Boris Branwhite, Wyong

See all entries on ESA’s facebook site
Other ESA News
Review of FASTS Membership  ESA is currently undertaking a review of its membership of FASTS. We are keen to consider as many perspectives from within our membership as possible and are therefore seeking feedback from members on the perceived value of FASTS membership for ecologists and influence on ecological policy. Information on FASTS can be found at http://www.fasts.org and comments can be forwarded to executiveofficer@ecolsoc.org.au.

ESA Council positions coming vacant in 2011 are Bulletin Editor, Vice-President (Public Liaison), and Regional Councillor (ACT). If you are interested in any of these positions, or know of someone else who would be suitable, or if you have further enquiries, please contact either the current incumbent, the President (Carla Catterall), The Executive Officer (Gail Spina) or any Council member. Contact details are on the ESA website.

‘Ecology in Action” Photographic Competition –The competition is open to all photographers and you don’t have to be an ESA member to enter. So help ESA celebrate our 50th anniversary year by creating a visual record of ecology in Australia and the people who make it happen. There are 2 categories: ‘Ecologists in action’ and ‘Ecology in Action’. Great prizes: Total prize pool of $2700; Judges and Peoples’ Choice awards; Enter as many time as you like and entry is free; Follow entries as they’re received on ESA’s Facebook page and vote in the people’s choice awards after entries have closed. Entries close 17th September 2010. Winners will be displayed on the ESA website, and at an exhibition at ESA’s 2010 Annual Conference. For more information, including entry forms and conditions, go to www.ecolsoc.org.au The first entries have been received and are available for viewing on our facebook site http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ecological-Society-of-Australia/128093603881385
One Day Post-Graduate Course – Canberra, December 2010 The 8th One-Day Postgraduate Course on Current Ecology and Evolution will be at Haydon-Allen Tank, ANU in Canberra on Sunday, 5 December 2010, the day before the ESA10 conference begins at ANU. The one-day course is suitable for postgraduate research students or for people considering a research degree. Honours students are welcome. Speakers and discussion topics are different each year, so repeat participation can be recommended. Further details at http://www.bio.mq.edu.au/ecology/ESA2010/.

Follow ESA on Facebook & Twitter : http://www.facebook.com/pages/Ecological-Society-of-Australia/128093603881385 or http://www.twitter.com/Ecology_Aust
FASTS News - How the new parliament will look

Attached is a link to a document that provides a useful summary of how the 43rd Parliament will look:

http://resources.news.com.au/files/2010/09/08/1225915/630522-100908-election-result.pdf
What does it mean for science?  In general terms I think that the new configuration will mean more robust debate about policy issues.  Debate should be more informed and meaningful so this means that greater attention will be placed on the evidence-base, including the science. We will need to be ready to furnish Ministers, independents, backbenchers and the Opposition alike with the facts they need to inform their decision making. I am optimistic that MPs across the Parliament have the capacity to work in this new environment.  I am less optimistic about how the media may engage in this debate and I expect that reporting will be focused on creating rifts and differences rather than focusing on agreement and consensus.  Such a media approach will also test us as science advocates. Let the show begin!

Regards Anna-Maria

APESMA Women in the Professions survey

The 2009-10 APESMA Women in the Professions Survey, that many FASTS members participated in, was released on Thursday 2 September.   The media release and report can be accessed here:  http://www.women.apesma.org/. The survey results are alarming with 67% of women stating that taking maternity leave would impact on their career, 71% of respondents with children have stated that this has had an impact on their career, 38% claimed discrimination and 20% sexual harassment, and a quarter expected to leave their profession within three years. The material provides an insight into the difficulties highly educated professional women face in the technical professions, where cultural issues are still a real barrier to progression and pay equity. The results are consistent with findings in FASTS Women In Science report.  Over the next 6 months FASTS will continue to work with research organisations and government to try and reverse these unacceptable trends.
Science literacy survey – update

As previously reported on 30 July, FASTS released the results of an online science literacy survey conducted in partnership with the Australian Academy of Science.  The literacy survey attracted a great deal of media attention and provided a platform to speak about the importance of mathematics and science education and the national curriculum.  Since then, COSMOS science magazine, replicated the survey on their website and took their video camera out to Bondi beach to find out just how much the community knows about science.  This has resulted in video footage being published on YouTube where people provide their answers to the question “How long does it take for the earth to go around the sun?” (insightful, entertaining and concerning!): http://www.youtube.com/user/1veritasium#p/a/u/1/cU2dZz18P0c

This YouTube clip has had over 106,000 views since the day it was put on line presenting a great example of how popularising science can provide a platform to debate and advocate for serious and complex policy issues.
Proposed Mark/Recapture Workshop – University of Newcastle
The Amphibian Research Group, School of Environmental and Life Sciences, University of Newcastle is seeking expressions of interest in a mark/recapture workshop with Ken Pollock, who is a leader in the field of mark-recapture analysis. Ken is very keen to run a workshop in Newcastle focusing on the analysis and design of mark-recapture surveys, and use of Program MARK (free computer software which is the standard for mark-recapture analysis). Ken has run this workshop many times in the United States, but has recently moved back to Australia where he is running it in Perth in early  December. A workshop in Newcastle gives the opportunity for people based in eastern Australia to attend at a much lower cost as flights etc. are not necessary. The course will consist of the following: Day 1 Introduction: Abundance indicies, counts and detection methods (multiple observers and distance methods etc.); Days 2-4 Mark Recapture Analysis - covers wide variety of analyses for determining: population size, survival rate, recruitment, migration, disease transition and much more (2 1/2 days) 
Occupancy Estimation - 1/2 day; Day 5 Possibility for one on one discussion with Ken. Anyone interested contact  Evan.Pickett@uon.edu.au
Carbon Footprint and Water Footprint Workshops

The UNSW Water Research Centre is offering two workshops ‘Carbon Footprinting for your product, your firm, your future’ 3rd-4th November, 2010, and  ‘Water Footprint – the next carbon footprint?’ 5th November at the University of New South Wales, Sydney. Enjoy stimulating discussions around carbon footprint methods and developing sustainable water strategies and improving water management, practical examples and take away valuable insights for your organisation. For more information about the workshop and other activities of the Sustainability Assessment Program at the UNSW Water Research Centre please visit our webpage. Please note that the early bird rate ends 1st October 2010. If you have any questions, please contact Patricia Karwan, pkarwan@unsw.edu.au (02 9385 5017).
Royal Zoological Society of NSW 2010 Forum
The Royal Zoological Society of NSW 2010 Forum ‘Wildlife and climate change: towards robust conservation strategies for Australian fauna’ will be held on Saturday, 23 October 2010 from 9.00 am - 5.00 pm at the ANZ Conservation Lecture Theatre (top car park) Taronga Zoo, Mosman. More information: www.rzsnsw.org.au
Behaviour Change for Sustainability Congress 
3 Pillars Network in partnership with the Department of Environment, Climate Change and Water, are presenting the  Behaviour Change for Sustainability Congress in Sydney on 11-12 October.  For further details about the program or to register, please contact Zaf Makdum email: zaf@3pillarsnetwork.com.au  or visit our website www.3pillarsnetwork.com.au.

Sulfur Metabolism in Plants: Mechanisms and Application to Food Security and Responses to Climate Change

The 8th International Workshop on Sulfur Metabolism in Higher Plants entitled "Sulfur Metabolism in Plants: Mechanisms and Application to Food Security and Responses to Climate Change" will jointly be organized by the Department of Forest and Ecosystem Science, University of Melbourne, Creswick, Australia and the Laboratory of Plant Physiology, University of Groningen, The Netherlands and will be held at The University of Melbourne - Creswick Campus, Water Street, Creswick, Victoria 3363, Australia, November 22 - 27, 2010. Abstract submission until 31 October 2010. More information: http://www.sulphyton.org or contact Michael Tausz, email: michael.tausz@unimelb.edu.au 

Position vacant – Breeding Centre for Endangered Arabian Wildlife

The Breeding Centre for Endangered Arabian Wildlife (BCEAW) is a conservation and education facility managed by the Environment and Protected Areas Authority (EPAA) of the Sharjah Government in the United Arab Emirates and is one of the leading zoological collections in the Middle East with an international reputation for its achievements in captive breeding and research of the indigenous fauna of the Arabian Peninsula. The Centre is currently recruiting for a suitably experienced and qualified Section Head for Rodents and Small Mammals to join our team at the BCEAW. The Department’s animals include Arabian jird, lesser jerboa, Brandt’s hedgehog and rock hyrax as well as several other species from the Arabian Peninsula. The Section is also responsible for our white mice, rat, and rabbit breeding groups. More information http://ecolsoc.org.au/CurrentEmploymentOpportunities.htm
Positions vacant – Queensland Herbarium

The following job opportunities are currently available at the Queensland Herbarium 

· Principal Ecologist (P04 -  $78,268-84,318)

· Project Manager (P05 - $88,184-94,558)

This is an opportunity to work at the Queensland Herbarium, Toowong, on the Carbon Accumulation Through Ecosystem Recovery project. CATER is a three year, $3.5 million project, that will research, develop and deliver information on carbon, biodiversity and management for regrowth ecosystems across Queensland. These positions will be part of a team that will conduct field and office-based biodiversity and carbon sequestration assessments and develop plain language information sheets for use by land managers for the recovery of landscapes and deliver a web based information system. For further information contact Bruce Wilson bruce.wilson@derm.qld.gov.au and for details see http://ecolsoc.org.au/CurrentEmploymentOpportunities.htm
	

	International Student seeking volunteer opportunities
Josephine Flohr is a student of Geography at the Free University of Berlin, Germany who has recently finished her undergraduate studies and is seeking the opportunity to gather more practical experience in the form of an overseas internship or volunteer work companies and organisations that work on sustainable and environmental issues with of 2-4 months commencing anytime from November 1st 2010. If you feel you can assist Josephine please contact her directly via email: josephine.flohr@googlemail.com



Employment Opportunities

The latest employment and student opportunities to cross our desk:
· Section head, Rodents and mammals, Breeding Centre for Endangered Arabian Wildlife  
· Principal Ecologist, Queensland Herbarium  
· Project Manager, Queensland Herbarium 
For more information and for other current vacancies see http://ecolsoc.org.au/CurrentEmploymentOpportunities.htm
Upcoming Conferences and Events

The Sustainable Risk and Rationalization Conference 2/3 September 2010 at the Melbourne Convention & Exhibition Centre www.srr-otek.com.au
The Australian Network for Plant Conservation 8th National Conference will be held 28 September - 1 October 2010, Perth WA, www.anbg.gov.au/anpc/
IUPRO conference "Canopy Processes in a changing climate", 7-15 October 2010, Falls Creek Victoria/Tasmania, http://www.cdesign.com.au/iufro2010/
13th National Conference on Volunteering 27 - 29 October 2010  The Sebel and Citigate Albert Park, Melbourne, Victoria www.volunteeringaustralia.org/conference
International Skyrise Greenery Conference 2010, 1 - 3 November 2010, National Library of Singapore, Singapore, www.skyrisegreeneryconference.com   
Biodiversity: 2010 and Beyond.  2010 Ecological Society of New Zealand Conference, 21-25 November 2010, University of Otago, Dunedin, New Zealand. http://www.nzesconference.org.nz/ 

ESA10 ‘Sustaining biodiversity – The Next 50 Years’, December 6-10 2010, Canberra www.ecolsoc.org.au
International Biogeography Society 5th Biennial Conference in Crete, 7-11 January, 2011. Registration opens late-August 2010 http://www.biogeography.org/html/Meetings/index.html
XVIII International Botanical Congress (IBC2011), July 23-30, Melbourne, Vic, http://www.ibc2011.com/
The European Ecological Federation (EEF) 12th EEF Congress, Ávila, Spain, 25-29 September, 2011, www.europeanecology.org
25th International Congress for Conservation Biology, 29th November - 3rd December 2011, Christchurch, New Zealand http://www.conbio.org/2011/ 

19th International Conference of Biometeorology, 5-9 December 2011, University of Auckland, New Zealand. http://www.icb2011.com/icb2011/
If you’ve got any issues or items of interest that you think would interest our members then please send them through to ESA E-news via executiveofficer@ecolsoc.org.au by Thursdays 5pm for the next issue. 
This weekly e-newsletter is broadcast to all ESA members who have provided email addresses. If you would prefer not to receive this e-newsletter in future you can remove your address from the list -  just send a message to the address in the “List-Unsubscribe'' Header of any list message. If you haven't changed addresses since subscribing, you can also send a 
Message to: Esa_news-unsubscribe@ecolsoc.org.au or Esa_news2-unsubscribe@ecolsoc.org.au
